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courtyards were known as the Granary Court, the Dancing
Court, the Kitchen Court and the Sweetmeat Court. There
were no less than seven great reception halls. They were
known as (1) the Gokak hall, so called because its walls
were hung with toys made in Gokak, (2) the Nach or
Dancing hall, because in it the dancing girls beguiled the
tedium of the Peshwa's leisure hours, (3) the Mirror hall,
so named because the walls and ceiling were entirely
covered with mirrors, (4) the KacheriDiwankhana, or court
of audience. It was here that the Peshwa in later years
received his ministers and the ambassadors of other powers.

(5)  The Ivory hall  because   of its  ivory ornamentation,

(6)  the Ganesh Diwankhana.    It was here that the Peshwa
worshipped his family God Ganpati on Ganesh Chaturthi,
the festival of the god's birthday.    (7) Narayanrao's hall.
It did not, however, obtain this name until the murder of
Narayanrao, many years after Bajirao's death.    The main
northern entrance with its massive walls and protecting
bastions was not built until after Bajirao's son Balaji had
made himself master of the kingdom.    The tale runs that
when Bajirao was about to build the northern wall, king
Shahu sent him a polite but at the same time significant
message.   In it he begged Bajirao not to build it, for fear
of alarming the emperor of Delhi, towards whose throne
the new fortifications would look.    That part, however, of
the  building which  most  excites  human  interest is the
Mastani gate, which led into the apartments specially built
by Bajirao for his beautiful courtesan,

The death of Bajirao was on the 17th December 1740
followed by the death of his younger brother Chimnaji
Appa. He had long been ailing and had often expressed
the fear that he would not live to see the fall of Bassein.
Indeed he had ordered his genei'als that, if he died, they
should ram his corpse into one of their cannon and firo it
Into the hostile city. Thus in death, if not in life, Bassein
would be his dwelling place. In spite of failing strength,
he had never spared himself; and so long as the flag of